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In the Philippines thousands of people were ,
affected when the Taal Volcano erupted ,
sending plumes of ash tumbling onto

surrounding communities. Families were :
forced to evacuate to cramped centres lacking *
access to clean water and basic healthcare. ¢
Thanks to you we distributed thousands of «
hygiene kits and set up Child Friendly Spaces ,

to support children and their families. .
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The second largest Ebola epidemic in history «
broke out in the Democratic Republic of the ,
Congo with over two thousand deaths, half of

which were children. Thanks to you Save the

Children was immediately on the ground ®
improving access to quality healthcare, ®
providing critical protective equipment and
training communities how to present the ,

spread of the disease. ;
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Credit: Sami M. Jassar/Save The Children .
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March marked five years since the beginning *
of the devastating conflict in Yemen. Children *
living through the conflict have lost so much; ¢
childhood, health, education, loved ones and ,
their homes. With your help we continued to |
provide essential health and nutrition services

on the ground for those children most in need. 3
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We opened a coronavirus isolation unit in a s
refugee camp in Cox’s Bazar refugee camp, ,
Bangladesh. The cramped conditions and A
limited facilities in the camp could have led to
catastrophe when the coronavirus hit. .
You have made it possible for us to support ®
Rohingya refugees since 2017, helping us to »
move quickly in preparing this unit to help save ,

lives. #
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REENTHASHRENSS  thsETY "
FABRBFSORT  URERRWHEME
% o /EATRM Protect a GenerationfEXETEIH) o
—25  BMEESRERXER - WTESH ,
EEARRRBEABHERE  SEHEREY
BEAGHRITHE - :

L[]
We heard from children around the world who
shared their feelings about the coronavirus ,
and their hopes and advice for the future. As .
part of our Protect a Generation response
plan, we gave more children a voice and called *
on world leaders to ensure access to°®
adequate health systems and good education »
during and after the crisis. .
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With your help we were able to get educational e
materials and books to children in rural ,
Ethiopia after schools closed. We supported |
reading camps providing tens of thousands of
books and a unique travelling camel library g
which serves smaller villages and allows *
children to continue their education. .
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TOGETHER WE FOUGHT
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FOR CHILDREN WORLDWIDE"
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This month, we thank you. In the most,
challenging of times for all of us, you have
been there for children. You have stood by
them in their most difficult moments and given }
the chance to play, feel safe, learn, stay’
healthy, dream and most importantly just be*
kids. .
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Typhoon Goni’s catastrophic wind and rainfall ;
resulted in toppled power lines, flooded and *
inaccessible roads and damaged houses, ¢
livelihoods, and agricultural crops. With your ,
help we were on the ground immediately.
assessing the needs of families and

distributing hygiene kits including facemasks *
and hand sanitiser, as well as shelter kits to*
help weatherproof damaged homes. '
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Credit: Clorinda Purello/Save the Children .
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In Bolivia, you helped ambitious girls Iike:
Jesica, 15, to support their families and build

their future. When the coronavirus affected *
their mattress business, you provided Jesica, *
and young entrepreneurs like her, with thes
training and supplies needed to adapt. Now s
Jesica has big, bold plans for her future. 3

Credit: Khaled Abfulfattah/ Save the Children
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In Sudan relentless rains caused the Nile’s "
water levels to surge dangerously to over *
seventeen metres — the highest recorded in o
more than a century. It is estimated that
250,000 children were affected. Thanks to you

we provided families with temporary shelter *
and much needed food assistance. .
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In August a devastating explosion tore
through Beirut killing hundreds and injuring
thousands. Many children were left with
physical and emotional scars. Thanks to your
incredible response we were on the ground
immediately providing shelter and setting up
Child Friendly Spaces for children to play,
learn and receive psycho-social support.
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You helped us continue our coronavirus ,
response. In Uganda we trained thousands of
community health workers on how to prevent .
the spread of the virus, providing them with

essential protective equipment. We also
supported children to continue their education
through radio lessons. .
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Distribution of supplies and education resources

With the pandemic hitting home, we were among the first in the global Save the
Children movement and charities in Hong Kong to deliver local relief. With your
support, we distributed 20,000 face masks for adults, over 50,000 face masks for
children and 5,000 hand sanitisers to vulnerable children and families, including
children with disabilities and with special education needs, pregnant women, families
living in sub-divided flats and refugee families. We also distributed 200 laptops and
WiFi data access that were donated by Henderson Development Anti-Epidemic Fund,
to help underprivileged children continue with their studies at home during school
closures. In addition to this, with proceeds from the #SaveWithStoriesHK campaign,
we also provided bookstore vouchers to support more than 800 underprivileged
children in Hong Kong.

Listening to the needs of children

The most deprived and marginalised children bear the brunt of the socio-economic
impact of COVID-19. To make their voices heard, we interviewed parents, teachers,
and colleagues from NGO partners. We created a video series “Listening to the Needs
of Children” to generate public awareness of the educational and emotional needs of
children, and also the specific needs of children with disabilities.

Health and educational information dissemination

Leveraging the expertise of our global network, we provided resources with useful
health and hygiene tips to the public to fight COVID-19. In collaboration with Hong
Kong Psychological Society, we hosted an online video series on Facebook to
discuss important topics including parent-child relationships, child abuse, mental
wellbeing and Special Education Needs children. We also hosted a webinar on
“Child Safeguarding in the E-Learning Environment”, offering educational
institutions support and best practice advice on how their policies and procedures
may need to be adjusted to reinforce existing child safety measures and address
new safeguarding concerns with online learning.
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In July, we resumed our signature Heart to Heart Parent-Child Programme online.
Through this programme, we enhance parent-child communications and relationships
by providing positive parenting knowledge to parents and caregivers to prevent
corporal punishment of children, while teaching children to express views and
emotions and empowering them to seek help if they feel unsafe. 52 online sessions
were conducted with children and parents, thanks to your generous support.
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Addressing a critical need of children and youth in Hong Kong, we announced
an investment of close to HK$8 million in a new area of focus on mental
health programmes for vulnerable children and their families. We also released
our research report “Mental Health Matters: Protect Children's
Wellbeing in Hong Kong” and hosted a webcast with experts to
discuss the most pressing issues facing children and youth. In
collaboration with nine local NGOs, we started rolling out
mental wellbeing programmes featuring a wide variety of
interventions, including intensive counselling, talks and
workshops, parents’ support groups, and art and play
therapy, to help children and youth maintain positive mental
health and build resilience.
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Since 2019, we have been supporting our Youth Ambassadors to implement
social innovation projects. Three projects, which are designed to address issues
of Special Education Needs (SEN) students, anti-bullying, and language barriers
for ethnic minority children, were presented at the annual Social Enterprise
Summit in November 2020.

FRESLERSRBRTE Child Safeguarding Partnerships Service

Child Safeguarding Basics

Child Safeguarding Partnerships Training Program: Level 1
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Children’s safety should be ensured at all times. Unfortunately, with no standardised
child safeguarding regulations in Hong Kong, families are unable to expect a consistent
level of child safety awareness or protective action from organisations engaging with

| children. To address these gaps, we launched the Child Safeguarding Partnerships
| Service. We provide training and guidance to organisations that engage with children,

developing their knowledge, skills, and protocols so they can better ensure that their
organisations are child safe. In 2020, 145 participants attended our training programmes,
through which we helped them enhance their awareness and knowledge about
preventing harm to children.



